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“Today, our nation has done the opposite of how Scripture calls us to respond. 
It is a step back from the progress that we need to make as a country.” 


Statement on immigration by U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops leaders 
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Cardinal Pietro Parolin, center, who as secretary of state is the No. 2 official at the Vatican, prepares for the opening Mass of the annu- 
al fall meeting of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops on Sunday evening at the Baltimore Basilica. 


Immigration top item 
on bishops’ agenda 


Catholic conference marks its 100th anniversary this month 


By JONATHAN M. PITTS 
The Baltimore Sun 


The nation’s Catholic bishops, holding 
their annual fall meeting this week in 
Baltimore, will take up immigration, an 
issue on which they are in direct conflict 
with President Donald J. Trump. 

“The urgent need to welcome and 


integrate new waves of immigrants contin- 
ues unabated,” Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the 
No. 2 official at the Vatican, said at a Mass 
Sunday evening at the Baltimore Basilica. 
“At the same time, the Catholic community 
is called under your guidance to work for 
an ever more just and inclusive society.” 
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, archbishop 
of a diocese with 800,000 Spanish- 


speaking members and president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, is also 
expected to focus on the subject in his 
opening speech today at the Waterfront 
Marriott Hotel. Later, the more than 300 
bishops attending from across the country 
will hear a working group on immigration 
update the body on its activities over the 
See BISHOPS, page 7 


Ex-intel chiefs criticize Trump 


Brennan, Clapper: Rivals 
easily manipulate president 


By LAURA KING 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Two former senior 
intelligence officials Sunday offered an 
extraordinary critique of President Donald 
J. Trump’s mode of dealing with foreign 


leaders, portraying the president as cowed 
by Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
overly susceptible to flattery by rivals likely 
seeking to manipulate him. 

The broadsides by ex-CIA Director 
John Brennan and former Director of 
National Intelligence James Clapper fol- 
lowed months of tension between the 
White House and the intelligence commu- 
nity over the president’s reluctance to 
publicly accept intelligence assessments 


that Russia sought to sway the 2016 vote in 
his favor. 

That long-running contretemps flared 
again over the weekend when Trump, 
speaking to reporters aboard Air Force 
One as he traveled in Asia, implied that he 
took Putin at his word that Russia had not 
acted to influence the U.S. election. Trump 
also said that raising the issue was 
insulting to Putin. 

See TRUMP, page 4 
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Associated Black 
Charities would award 
youth-program grants 


By LUKE BROADWATER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore City Council President 
Bernard C. “Jack” Young is proposing that 
Associated Black Charities take control of 
the city’s new voter-mandated $12 million 
youth fund — with the plan of giving out 
grants to small community organizations 
that work with young 
people. 

Young planned to in- 
troduce legislation today 
that sets the framework 
for the Baltimore-based 
charity to begin awarding 
grants to organizations 
that run academic, artis- 
tic and sports programs 
for youth. Potential win- 
ners could be groups that 
hold winter coat give- 
aways and run recreation 
centers, he said. 

“The ones I want to get 
funding are the ones who 
have never gotten fund- 
ing and are doing great 
things in the community,” 
Young said. 

Under Young’s plan, 
Associated Black Charities would decide 
who gets the grants in the program’s first 
year, and the organization will create a new 
entity to do the work afterward. 

Diane Bell-McKoy, president of Associ- 
ated Black Charities, said she’s excited 
about the possible new responsibility, but 
knows it’s only temporary. 

“We want to keep this very lean and make 
sure we do this right,” she said. 

Bell-McKoy said it was important to use 
the youth fund money to help undo the 
See YOUTH FUND, page 7 
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Top-ranking officer in Gray 
case begins his trial today 


Lt. Rice faces charges of 
violating agency policies 


By KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


The Baltimore police lieutenant who 
ordered, participated in and oversaw parts 
of Freddie Gray’s arrest is scheduled to 
begin standing trial today on charges he 
violated multiple police department poli- 
cies in the process. 

Lt. Brian Rice, the highest-ranking 
officer in the case, faces about 10 adminis- 
trative charges, according to sources 
familiar with the case who requested 
anonymity to speak freely about a pending 
legal matter. He is accused of neglecting to 


ensure Gray’s safety and 
failing in his supervi- 
sory duties. 

The lieutenant’s trial 
board, the second 
against an officer in 
Gray’s arrest in as many 
weeks, is scheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m. today at 
the University of Balti- 
more and continue at 
least through Friday. 

Officer Caesar Goodson Jr., the driver 
of the van into which Gray was loaded 
after his arrest in April 2015, was acquitted 
last week of 21 administrative charges. 

Rice placed Gray, handcuffed and 
shackled but unsecured by a seat belt, in 
See RICE, page 7 
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